Llantrisant Fawr Community Council 
Incorporating the wards of 
Llantrisant, Llanllowell, Gwernesney, Llangwm and Llansoy 
____________________________________________

Minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held at Llangwm Parish Hall on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.30pm.  

Present: Cllr. James Hawkins (Chairman), Cllr. Steve Jolliffe, (Vice Chairman), Cllr Gwynfor Gardiner, Cllr. Bob Trigg, Cllr. David Williams, Cllr. John Watkins, Cllr. Malcolm Hatfield, County Cllr. Rachel Buckler, County Cllr. Fay Bromfield, Mrs Jayne Stoodley (Clerk).    

1. Apologies for Absence:
Cllr. Glyn Williams – Work commitments

2. Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 21st April 2026
Agreed as a correct record by all present and signed by the Chairman.

3. Matters Arising from the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 21st April 2026

Mobile connectivity in Llangwm
Last month the clerk wrote to the office of Catherine Fookes MP, to advise that Councillors’ would like to host a meeting with the Mobile Network providers to discuss the possible installation of Mobile Masts in the area. A reply was received confirming this would be looked into, and the Council kept updated. 

The Bridge Inn, Llangwm
Following the reported break-in at the rear of the property last month, the owner has now carried out necessary repairs and secured the back door. A further update from Guy Delamere, MCC Planning stated the developer had been in touch to advise that an update on the application would follow shortly. It was confirmed if no progress is made with this, enforcement action may then be taken.

4. Review of policies:

A) Data Policy - Reviewed and ADOPTED

B) General Privacy Policy – Reviewed and ADOPTED


5. Highways issues:
Update on Matters reported:

Road Safety Improvements
Gwernesney
Speed monitoring has now taken place in the village to assess the impact of the recent road changes. A report from Gareth Freeman of MCC, stated that overall, the data was encouraging. Average speeds suggested that drivers are generally complying with the revised speed 
limits, the only location where speeds remain higher is on the approach from Usk for north-eastbound traffic, prior to entering the junction that has been marked with hatching. 

Highways have proposed that the installation of flexible, passively safe lane marker posts within the hatched areas and requiring vehicles to manoeuvre around the posts to approach the junction would encourage lower entry speeds.

Councillors said whilst they welcomed a proposal for some visible obstacle to slow vehicles, they did have concerns over the difficulties this could present to larger farm vehicles and lorries. The clerk will contact Gareth Freeman regarding the possibility of arranging an onsite meeting to consider the options available.


Llangwm 
The proposed changes to the road markings and signs in the village are currently on hold pending the refresh of MCC Highways’ departmental budget. In recent correspondence Gareth Freeman apologized that the outstanding road improvements had not yet been progressed. He explained he would be working to implement the revised road marking measures within this financial year adding Llangwm is one of several communities requesting interventions and schemes can only be progressed sequentially as resources allow.

Solar Powered Speed Signs
Last month Councillors were disappointed to learn there was no opportunity for shared funding to assist with the purchase of Solar powered Speed signs for Llangwm and Gwernesney. The clerk had written to Gareth Freeman to establish whether there would be any objections from MCC should the Council install the Speed Signs themselves.

A reply confirmed there shouldn’t be any issue with the Community Council purchasing a solar‑powered speed sign and arranging for the installation themselves.
 
However, if the sign was to be installed within the public highway, any information relating to the proposed installation would need to be submitted to and approved by MCC to ensure compliance with highways requirements. 

Cllr Watkins suggested an online company might be approached for a quote, adding they would need to be able to provide all the technical data required by MCC. This approach will be investigated further. 
  
In addition, the possible purchase of convex mirrors is currently on hold and will again be considered at a later date.


Llansoy
The issue of ongoing speed in the village is still a big concern to residents and was highlighted recently to Highways. The department stated they recognised residents’ concerns but explained the most effective long‑term solution would involve a more comprehensive reengineering of the street environment, such as narrower carriageways, enhanced highway features, improved pedestrian facilities, and stronger frontage definition.

Unfortunately, works of this scale are costly and cannot be delivered through the Traffic and Road Safety budget. The current approach is to prioritise low‑cost interventions such as Llansoy has already benefited from, and at present the department is unable to commit further investment. Llansoy will though be kept under review for any future low‑cost traffic‑calming opportunities.





Replacement of Drainage Pipe - Chapel Road, Llangwm
A response is still outstanding in relation to the complaint raised by Cllr Watkins in relation to the poor workmanship shown in the replacement of a drainage pipe in Chapel Road, Llangwm. County Cllr Bromfield confirmed the matter has been taken up by Sueanne Sandford of MCC, but that a reply has not yet been received. Cllr Watkins commented that a phone call would have been appreciated, even if it had just been to discuss the unsatisfactory work and the fact the job has been left unfinished.

Footpath resurfacing, Llangwm
The resurfacing of the footpath is currently logged as a Service issue with the Assets team; it is hoped the work might be considered for this year’s budget. However, it does appear Capital projects are mostly earmarked for attention in 2026/27. However, the clerk has again written to Sueanne Sandford to highlight the outstanding work which had previously been agreed. 

Erosion of the Bridge - Route 63.3 Llangwm
The work on the Bridge is still outstanding. An inspection of the bridge was due to be carried out by Mark Quarrington in April. The Clerk has written for updates, but a response is still awaited. 

Resurfacing of Nant Y Banw Lane, Llantrisant
County Cllr Bromfield wrote to Highways expressing her concern over the use of tarmac to fill what was considered subsidence and the road edge failure on the lane. Metal plates are currently being used to keep the road in place. County Cllr Bromfield advised that Highways were working through a long list of Service issues, but the situation will continue to be monitored.

Bridges of Llantrisant and Llanllowell
Arch Bridge
Temporary fencing and cones were installed at the site whilst quotes were being gathered for the work needed. Quotations have now been received, but due to the costs involved, further quotes are required, alternatively an exemption may be sought allowing emergency work to be authorised. Mark Quarrington has confirmed that once a decision has been made the Council will in turn be updated.
 
Llanllowell Bridge
Councillor Hawkins last month reported that a neighbour had erected fencing alongside the bridge giving the impression of a wider road. He felt this was now a safety issue and Chevron signs would be needed to ensure motorists safety.
The clerk wrote to Mark Quarrington to highlight the matter, but a response is still awaited.

Blocked Drains - Gwernesney
The drains were reported in September 2025 and are still awaiting attention. A letter was sent to Highways highlighting concerns over the issue. A reply has now been received but this confirmed the land at the back of the houses was not adopted highway and as such it was the duty of the landowners to maintain and clear the blocked drains.

Cllr Gardiner informed members that the road had originally been tarmacked by MCC Highways and local knowledge states MCC have in the past cut trees and cleared the drains. 
The clerk will pass this information to Nathan Freeman of Highways for further investigation.

Northend House, Llangwm
Mark Quarrington of MCC confirmed a quote had been received for the cost of replacing the damaged gabion baskets at Northend House. But due to the cost of the work, further quotations are required, otherwise an exemption may need to be sought. He advised the Council would be informed once a decision had been made.

Drain blocked between Arch Farm and Ysguborwen Farm
The concrete catchment drain was reported as blocked due to standing rainwater causing pooling in the area, County Cllr Bromfield also reported the issue to MCC Highways Management, but the issue is still outstanding. Cllr Hawkins reiterated that the matter needed to be dealt with urgently, saying once the bad weather returns there is a real danger to life. The clerk will further update the service request. 

Potholes Dyffryn Lane, Llangwm
Despite the potholes and gully in the area having been filled last month, further correspondence received from Peter Gough, reports that the carriageway itself has lifted 20mtrs from the Pont y Caith side of Camp Farm.

The clerk reported back to Highways who confirmed the area was not currently on the capital works programme but added a safety inspection would take place, and that the Highways operations team will continue making safe until such time that funds are available to resurface.

Traffic sign request Wern Ddu Road, Llantrisant
Sign on request to advise oncoming traffic of vehicles emerging from side road.
Confirmation was received that a site visit would take place to determine if a sign was needed and then it would be added to a list of other minor signing requests being addressed on a priority basis. 

Nant Y Gelli Noticeboard
The noticeboard was detached at its base but has now been given a new post and additional repairs and painting have been carried out.  Councillor’s expressed thanks to local builder Gary Hawkins for his hard work.  Cllr Hawkins put forward a request for similar work to take place on the Notice Board at the church in Llantrisant. The clerk will action.

Coed Y Ferm and Nant Y Gelli crossroads 
A large Pothole reported last month on the road between Coed-Y-Ferm and Nant-Y-Gelli Crossroads has now received a response from Highways which states there are very high volumes of similar maintenance issues currently and the issue is within an extremely long list of queries but will be addressed as soon as possible. 

Cllr Trigg requested this be followed up as the reported pothole is 3 inches in depth and once filled with water is a hidden danger to Motor vehicles and Cyclists. Clerk to action.

Turnpike cottage - Llangwm 
The filling of the reported large Pothole on the left-hand side of the road at Turnpike Cottage, Llangwm, has now been completed.

Llanllowell Road to Usk - Speed Monitoring 
A report received from Usk Town Council advised that the residents of Blossom Lodge, Llanllowell Road, had suffered a lorry crashing into the brick bollard gate at the entrance to their property. This resulted in a request between Councils for speed monitoring strips to be installed by MCC Highways on the road from Llanllowell into Usk. County Cllr Bromfield advised a team’s meeting would be held once the results were available and the issue would be monitored.

New Highways issues raised by Councillors
Cllr Trigg had reported the grass on the verges at the Usk Interchange were becoming too long and would very soon make it difficult for motorists to have a clear view of oncoming traffic. 
Clerk to report to Highways.

Cllr Trigg raised the issue of the left-hand side verges between the Usk Interchange and the Lodge at Cefn Tila, which presented a dangerous situation due to the verges needing to be cut back. He added sight lines were poor here for motorists and farm vehicles who needed to pass cyclists on the road at this point. Clerk to report.

New issues raised by others: 
None

6. Finance:
a) Bank Statements: For the period 28th March 2026 – 29th April 2026 were received and signed by the Chairman.

b) Financial Accounts: A Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period ending the 29th of April 2026 was received, AGREED and signed by the Chairman.

c) Bank Reconciliation: for the period 28th March 2026 - 29th April 2026 was received and signed by the Chairman.

d) Expenditure: The following expenses were APPROVED

      Clerk’s Net Salary for May (includes an additional 19.25 hours worked in April)
      Total £754.71

      Clerks Home Working Allowance – May 
      Total £24
     
      Clerk’s Expenses - Fuel for two return journeys to meet Internal Auditor 
      Total £8

      Internal Auditor - Fee for accounts 2025/26
      Total £200

      Replacement ZOLL Stat-Padz 11 (1 set) for Llantrisant Defibrillator
     Total £76.74

     97 Host.co.uk – LFCC Monthly Website Hosting (Paid by Direct Debit 1st Monthly, May)
     Total £30

     Annual Data Protection Fee – Renewal for 2026-27  
     Total - £52
     
     Cost of replacement post for Llansoy Noticeboard and associated works
     including labour and all materials
     Total - £250

      Total Expenditure to pay £1,395.45
      
e) Annual Donations 2026
The Annual Grant and Donations application forms have now been sent to the relevant parties and any requests received will be reviewed at next month’s meeting. The current year’s budget set in November 2025, confirmed payments for Churchyard Maintenance for 2026/27 would remain unchanged at £250. 


f) Audit Wales - Triennial Full Audit 2025-26
The Internal Audit undertaken by John Turner has now been completed. The documentation and report will be presented for signing by both the Chairman and the clerk at the June Council meeting. Following this the remaining documentation requested by Audit Wales will be compiled and returned along with the Annual Governance statements and Accounts. The deadline for submission is the end of August.
       The Invoice for the Audit for 2024-2025 is still awaited.

7. Monmouthshire County Council Report:
County Councillors informed and updated Councillors throughout the month on issues relevant to their local Communities.

8. Crime Prevention and Neighbourhood Police updates:  
No report received this month – County Cllr Bromfield confirmed she would investigate why the report is no longer being received.

‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ Llangwm Village Signs 
Gwent Police have agreed to install ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ signs in the village to demonstrate that the neighbourhood is protected by Smart water. County Cllr Bromfield confirmed these signs had now been installed in Llantrisant. The clerk will contact Lisa Muir of Gwent Police to ask when the installation might be expected.

Smartwater Packs 
There are 18 packs of Smart water remaining and these are available free of charge to Community Council residents who would like to join the scheme. Please contact the clerk at: llantrisantfawr@gmail.com


9. Ward Reports: None received

10. HMPS - No updates received.	

11. Correspondence
Details of Monmouthshire County Council Meetings were received throughout the month and advised to Councillors. NOTED

Correspondence was received from Debra Jones of Ceredigion Network. The letter stated the Council Website had been reviewed and an opportunity noted which could significantly strengthen accessibility regulations and the Welsh language standards. Councillor’s declined the offer and the clerk will advise the company accordingly.

12. Planning: 
Applications received:
Application number - DM/2026/00147
Amended proposal to develop off road parking to the rear of Parc View Llantrisant Mons NP15 1LG. This proposal contains more technical information that might concern various consultees. The proposal is ongoing and further drawings are likely to be produced.
Councillor’s agreed there were still no objections to the application. Clerk to advise Planning.
 
Application number - DM/2026/00525
Proposed replacement silage clamp with associated works - Glen Court Bungalow, Llanllowell, Usk NP15 1LP. Councillor’s considered the application and agreed that as the work was a replacement there were no objections to raise. Clerk to advise Planning.

Application number - DM/2026/00523
Planning permission for Construction of track and shelter for livery exercise. Litte Wentwood Farm Usk Road, Pen Y Cae Mawr, Mons NP15 1ND.
Councillor’s considered the application and agreed they had no objections to raise. Clerk to advise Planning.

Application number - DM/2026/00550
To demolish existing single-storey hall, utility room and WC to create a new larger single-storey extension. Little Trevella, Uplands Road to Newchurch. Gaer Fawr Mons NP15 1HJ.
Councillor’s considered the application and agreed they had no objections to raise. Clerk to advise Planning.

Planning updates and Enforcement Issues:
Application Number: DM/2024/00519 – (02/05/2024)
Planning Permission – Extension of existing track to enable feeding of animals in winter and summer months.  Coed Cwnwr Farm Alltybella Road, Coed Cwnwr Llangeview. NP15 1NE

Cllr Watkins had previously raised the issue of the impact caused by heavy lorries continually delivering stone for the ongoing farm project. 

The application suggested the stone was to be used to build an access road replacing an existing track, but closer inspection showed it has been consolidated into a large plateau area behind the existing barns. A structure made in this way using several thousand tons of loose stone will overtime have implications relating to drainage and stability.

County Cllr Buckler has raised the issue with Enforcement to establish why the road hadn’t yet been installed and to highlight the concerns of residents. The issue has again been followed up and updates are still awaited.


13. Any Other Business: 
Cllr Trigg raised the issue of the poor opening hours of the Post Office at the Hub in Usk. The Post Office now only opens 2 ½ days each week and if residents postal requirements don’t coincide with the opening hours then it means travelling to Raglan or further afield.

County Cllr Bromfield suggested she would find out more information from Llangybi on how they run their local Post Office weekly service. In the event it may be possible for Llangwm to offer a similar option.

The clerk informed Councillors the replacement pads and Battery for the Llangwm defibrillator had now been received and both items fitted by the Llangwm guardian, Matthew Walker.

Last month a further request arrived from the Llantrisant defibrillator guardian, Chris Czyrko who also needed a new set of pads. The clerk ordered these online from the defib shop and these have now been received and are awaiting installation.




15. Date of next Meeting: 
Tuesday 16th June at 7.30pm at the Parish Hall, Llangwm

Dates for future Meetings 2026:  
Tuesday 21st July at 7.30pm to be held at Llangwm Parish Hall
Tuesday 15th September at 7.30pm to be held at The Greyhound Inn, Llantrisant
Tuesday 20th October at 7.30pm to be held at Llangwm Parish Hall
Tuesday 17th November at 7.30pm to be held at Llangwm Parish Hall

No meeting will be held in August or December 2026 unless deemed necessary.

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45 pm.

Signed__________________________________________________                    Date___________________
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